
THE SOHO SOCIETY’S FORTY SIXTH ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING 
Thursday, 21 March 2019, commencing at 6.30pm 

AGENDA 

President of the Meeting: Nina Tempia 

1. Welcome to Members and Guests 

2. Apologies - [Simon Buckley] 

3. Minutes from the Forty fifth Annual General Meeting and Matters arising  

4. Treasurer’s Report (LB) and Accounts for year ending 31 December 2018 

5. Planning (MB) and Licensing (DG) Reports for 2018 

6. Fete Update (LH) 

7. Other Activities (TL) 

8. Retirement and Re-Election 

In accordance with article 22.1 one third of the board retire and offer themselves for re-
election at this meeting. They are: 

Jane DOYLE, Robert Timothy LORD , Robert Mahlon O’DELL, Richard Michael 
PIERCY, Marina Giorgina TEMPIA  

9. Election to fill the 2 vacancies on the board 

The names of those persons who have been correctly nominated are: 

Andy Mackay 

Anna Ashford 

10. Conor Savage - Community Engagement Manager for Soho (020 7641 8626) 

11. Discussion - Gentrification, Rent Increases and Independent Businesses and the Society’s 
Response (TL) 

12. Any other business 

(a) Hills Jago - Development Proposal  

(b) Private Eye Article 

Followed by a Reception of drinks and light refreshments (provided by Masala Zone, Pizza 
Pilgrims, Bistro 1, Said, Bill’s and Gails) and a piano sing along care of Maxim Melton. 

The Soho Society is a charitable company limited by guarantee established in 1972. The Society is a recognised 
amenity group and was formed to make Soho a better place to live, work or visit by preserving and enhancing the 
area’s existing diversity of character and uses, and by improving its facilities, amenities and environment.  Registered 

Charity Number: 1146589  Company Number: 07899282 



The Soho Society 

44th Annual General Meeting Minutes 

26 April 2018 at St Anne’s Community Hall, 55 Dean St, Soho, 6pm 

1.  Welcome: Chairman Tim Lord opened the meeting, welcoming the members. 

2.  Chair’s report: Tim concisely outlined the infrastructure of the Society, mentioning its 
charity registration, regular meetings of the Board of Directors/Trustees, as well as the 
Planning and Licensing meetings, noting that we now have no paid employees, but rely on 
volunteers. Current concerns include the Oxford Street pedestrianisation proposal, threats to 
the GP practice at Soho Square and the future use of the former Hospital for Woman 
building, and holding Westminster City Council to account for its ties to developers. Richard 
Piercy added information about the project to use photographs of local people on the 
Crossrail Dean Street ticket hall hoardings, as well as the project to promote a Soho brand 
beer that would provide additional funding for the Society. Tim also mentioned plans for a 
loyalty scheme for independent Soho businesses, our joint sponsorship with St Anne’s of the 
annual Silver Tea, our Christmas fair, paella supper evenings, and the forthcoming Soho 
Fete on 1 July 

3. Financial report:  Lyn Blackman, Treasurer, reported that operations through December 
2017 show a profit of £757, but this is after a prior year adjustment of £3,819; therefore a 
trading loss of £3,062 was posted for the year. Administration has now reverted to volunteer 
help and the Clarion has been revised to make sure it breaks even, thus avoiding the main 
factors contributing to the losses. It is expected that will post a profit for 2018. Revenue is 
targeted at £37,495, an increase of 10%.This is to be raised from membership, fundraising 
and events. 

4.  Planning:  Matthew Bennett reported that the Planning Committee received 452 
applications in 2017, of which 68 objections (14%) were made. Asking for conditions and 
suggestions for improvement were made for 38 applications (8%). The Government’s 
continued liberalisation of planning law means that many things that previously required 
WCC’s consent no longer do, e.g., phone “boxes” with the main function as advertising 
boards. Consent for multiple simultaneous planning use, gives the owners flexibility, but 
makes Council control difficult. The increase in internet shopping and the subsequent losses 
to retail shops has led landlords to seek conversion from retail to restaurant & café use. 
However there is evidence that restaurants and cafes are struggling financially. We support 
the many applications for tables & chairs if they are well run and do not obstruct the 
pavement. The Council’s policy is that at least 2 metres of pavement space should be left 
free for pedestrians. If members have complaints about tables & chairs, they should 
complain to the Council. If they do so, also make sure their complaint is given a reference 
number; we can log the complaints and oppose further renewal of the street trading licence. 
Narrow streets and pavements in Soho mean that more people are walking in the streets. 
We may need to consider greater use of shared surfaces, where pedestrians and vehicles 
share the same space, which has the effect of reducing speeds. 

Housing is a key issue and we were pleased by the Council’s announcement that they will 
now expect affordable as part of large developments to be provided on site or in the vicinity 
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of the scheme. We were also pleased to see that a couple of applications for conversions 
into very small hotels with no facilities have been refused since such would become 
perpetual short-term letting spaces. 

Although traffic is the main source of air pollution, roughly 40% is emitted from buildings. We 
therefore need to focus on heating & cooling, as well as efficient delivery & service plans. 
We have had concerns about the proposal to pedestrianise Oxford Street and have noted 
that on 20 March WCC confirmed that no decision will be taken until the Council and TfL 
have looked in detail at every issue raised by local residents and businesses. 

Unfortunately from our view, the London Plan and Westminster’s plans support hotel use in 
Soho. Current projects include 52/53 Poland Street and 18-24 Broadwick with 83 Berwick 
Street, which displace commercial buildings that provided permanent employment for people 
often in creative industries, thus changing the character of Soho. We have objected to such 
applications, considering the increase in noise and traffic also, but have been overruled by 
the Council.  In Meard Street an application has been granted to transform the old film 
laboratory into retail, gym and office space. We opposed the ground floor use, but supported 
the aspect of the scheme that the Soho Housing Association to obtain a 999-year lease on 
the upper parts known as Royalty Mansions. 

Soho Estates are proceeding with the Walkers Court & Boulevard Theatre project, which 
should be externally complete by the end of this year. Their other major project is the Ilona 
Rose House in Charing Cross Road on the old Foyles site. 

Matthew also presented the Soho Society Planning Policies and asked for approval of 
additional policies on hotels, air quality, electric charging infrastructure, and freight 
consolidation. Approval of the additional policies was approved by the members. 

5.  Licensing:  Marina Tempia spoke the written report, noting that the committee had 
considered 127 licence applications since the last AGM for premises selling or planning to 
see alcohol and for sexual entertainment venues. This was slightly more than the previous 
year and representations (objections) were made to 26 of these. Strategic management of 
licensing helps with prevention of crime, disorder and nuisance; we will object to applications 
that cannot demonstrate that they will not have a negative impact. Final decisions of course 
rest with WCC. Thanks again were given to Richard Brown of Westminster CAB for his 
advice and support. As with planning applications, if members have complaints, the Society 
can help. Residents are encouraged to write in and to attend hearings, which can help 
determine outcomes. 

Marina and Jane Doyle surveyed the streets of Soho in September, counting the number of 
licenced venues in this small area bounded by Oxford St, Regent St, Shaftesbury Ave and 
Charing Cross Rd.; Restaurants 227, Cafes 90, Bars 52, Pubs 45, Take-aways 32, Clubs 15, 
Hotels 10, Ice Cream Parlours 9, Casinos 1. 

6.  Executive Board elections:  Four members of the Board stood down for re-election: 
Margaret Bloomer, David Evans, David Gleeson and Lisa Sheehy.  Lucy Haine and Quentin 
Thompson were nominees for the two vacancies. All were elected by acclamation. 

7.  Amendment of the Society’s constitution: The Chair asked for authority for the Executive 
to amend the constitution to clarify that the Society may hold intellectual property rights and 
licence the same. This was granted by the members present. 
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8.  Any other business:  (a) Closing remarks were made by Matthew, noting the new energy 
and forward looking approach within the Executive. 

(b) Leslie Hardcastle, Hon. President, reminded us of past campaigns and victories. He also 
called our attention to Soho Radio and the weekly programme, the Soho Society hour,  
which to date has had 254 guests. 

(c) Wendy Hardcastle called for more people to join in the campaign to save the PG practice 
that has suffered from commercial pressures from management businesses and the loss of 
Chinese-speak doctors. The local health authority has not been co-operating with the 
Patients Participation Group. More protests from patients and the community are necessary 
to maintain the GP practice as well as the medical and community use of the Soho Square 
building, the former Hospital for Women. 

The meeting ended at 7.05pm and was followed by lively hustings for the May 3rd local 
council elections chaired by Nina Tempia. 

Bob O’Dell 

Secretary 
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The Soho Society - Annual General Meeting 21st March 2019

Finance	Report	for	the	period	to	31st	December	2018	(Figures	-	subject	to	independent	accountant's	review)

OperaCons

The	opera)ons	of	the	Society	show	a	cumula)ve	profit	for	the	year	to	December	2018	of	£7,760.	This	is		subject	to	
review	by	The	Soho	Society's	independent	accountant.	Over	the	past	fiGeen	months	the	Society	has	undergone		a	
period	of	consolida)on,	due	to	losses	being	made	year	on	year,	which	was	unsustainable.	At	the	end	of	2017,	and	into	
the	start	of	2018,	the	two	part	)me	workers	leG	and	the	administra)ve	business	that	they	covered	has	been	done
by	voluntary	personnel.
A	lot	of	work	has	been	done	to	build	membership	and	The	Soho	Society	needs	the	con)nued	support	from	all	
members	into	the	future.	This	is	a	voluntary	Society	and	any	help	no	maKer	how	small	is	always	appreciated.

Clarion
There	were	only	two	issues	of	the	Clarion	produced	this	year	due	to	staffing	and	publishing	difficul)es.	These	showed
a	loss	of	£2,811.	More	support	by	way	of	adver)sing	is	needed	for	this	publica)on	to	con)nue	to	be	published	in	this
format	and	distributed	in	the	numbers	that	it	has	been,	up	to	now,		able	to	reach.

Fete
The	summer	fete	made	a	profit	of	£13,880.	This	is	much	needed	to	pay	for	the	rent	and	administra)ve	expenses
necessary	for	the	day	to	day	running	of	the	Society.	This	was	down	on	previous	year	by	nearly	£2,500.	Efforts	are	being	
made	by	several	of	the	Society's	trustees	and	volunteers	to	improve	the	profitability	for	2019.

DonaCons
Dona)ons	were	up	this	year	to	£2,132.	Any	dona)on,	no	maKer	how	small	is	always	appreciated	and	helps	to	fund	the
social	ac)vi)es	that	The	Soho	Society	hold	throughout	the	year.	

Financial	PosiCon
The	Soho	Society	has	unrestricted	reserves	of	£15,068.	This	is	now	at	a	level	that	the	funds	designated	for	unforseen	
eventuali)es	are	now	covered.	There	is	cash	of	£17,045	at	the	bank,	and	therefore	the	Society	is	in	a	posi)on	whereby
it	can	cover	its	creditors	and	any	high	risk	cost	that	the	trustees	have	deemed	needed	to	be	provided	for.
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The Soho Society

Statement of Financial Activities for the year ending 31st December 2018 (subject to independent accountants review)

Jan'18-Dec'18 Jan'17-Dec'17
£ £

Turnover

Donations 2,132.29 1,712.40

Other Trading Activities
    Other Trading Activities 24,881.75 31,371.98

Memberahip 5,252.92 3,807.00

Investments 44.67 52.24

Total 32,311.63 36,943.62

Expenditure

Raising Funds

    Costs of generating voluntary income 4,651.63 12,952.90

    Fundraising expenses and other costs 17,997.90 23,112.28

Expenditure on charitable activities 1,902.21 2,228.69

Total 24,551.74 38,293.87

Net 7,759.89 (1,350.25)
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The Soho Society

Statement of Financial Position as at 31st December 2018 (subject to independent accountants review)

31st Dec 2018 31st Dec 2017
Fixed Assets
Tangible	Assets 374.00 974.00

Current Assets

Stock 1,110.49 0.00

Debtors 1,527.00 2,228.06

Cash 17,045.21 20,122.59

19,682.70 22,350.65

Creditors: amounts falling due (4,988.06) (8,640.90)
within one year

Net Current (liabilities) 14,694.64 13,709.75

Creditors: amounts falling due 0.00 (7,375.00)
after more than one year

Net Assets 15,068.64 7,308.75

Charity Funds

Unrestricted funds 15,068.64 7,308.75

Notes:

1) Fixed assets relates to computers and general office equipment
2) Stock relates to printed items not distributed and has been provided 

for plus beverages for forthcoming events
3) Debtors relates mainly to Clarion debts which have been chased and

they have all been paid prior to the AGM.
4) Creditors mainly relates to deferred income on membership
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PLANNING	REPORT	FOR	AGM	21st	March	2019	

The	Planning	commi.ee	con/nues	to	meet	monthly	on	the	first	Monday	of	the	month.	We	received	
396	applica/ons	in	the	calendar	year	2018	an	slight	decrease	on	the	previous	year.		

	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 2018	 	 	 				2017	

Changes	in	planning	policy,	law	and	regulaEons	

AFer	the	Soho	Neighbourhood	Forum	produced	an	early	draF	of	its	neighbourhood	plan	containing	
a	special	policy	area	this	idea	was	quickly	‘stolen’	by	the	City	Council	in	the	debate	leading	up	to	last	
year’s	local	elec/ons	and	we	are	pleased	to	see	that	in	the	long	awaited	upda/ng	of	the	Westminster	
City	Plan	to	2040	the	council	is	proposing	its	own	Soho	Special	Policy	Area.	That	plan	has	been	out	
for	informal	consulta/on	and	we	wait	to	see	if	the	policy	survives	unaltered.		

Unfortunately,	in	the	Society’s	view,	the	Mayor’s	London	Plan	supports	hotel	use	in	Soho	as	part	of	
the	Central	Ac/vi/es	Zone	(CAZ).	We	feel	that	whilst	hotels	do	provide	employment	and	cater	for	
London’s	increasing	number	of	tourists	they	tend	to	be	located	in	former	commercial	buildings	which	
provided	permanent	employment	for	those	working	in	a	wide	range	of	industries	oFen	involving	the	
crea/ve	industries,	they	tend	to	want	increased	height,	open	roof	terraces	and	their	servicing	
requirements	increase	conges/on.	They	also	erode	the	very	diversity	of	character	that	makes	Soho	a	
place	that	visitors	are	keen	to	visit.	We	are	therefore	pleased	to	see	the	restric/on	on	hotel	
development	proposed	in	WCC’s	new	draF	City	Plan	that	schemes	should	be	no	more	that	2,000	
square	metres	which	in	future	will	reduce	the	adverse	impact	of	such	proposals.	

The	Government	has	con/nued	to	propose	to	liberalise	planning	law	so	that	things	WCC	were	
previously	able	to	control	no	longer	require	their	consent.	There	are	new	proposals	as	announced	in	
the	chancellor’s	spring	financial	statement	to	allow	A1	retail	to	change	to	other	uses	in	order	to	
support	struggling	large	shops	on	the	high	street.	On	the	other	hand,	a	recent	planning	consulta/on	
proposes	to	strictly	control	applica/ons	for	new	telephone	‘boxes’	for	landlines	in	many	of	our	
already	busy	streets.	In	reality,	those	that	have	been	constructed	show	that	they	are	nothing	more	
than	large	adver/sing	boards	at	the	back	of	seldom	used	payphone	under	a	/ny	rain	canopy.	We	
support	this	change.	

ConsultaEons 396 452

Total	responses 142 106

Total	response	rate 36% 23%

ObjecEons 67 68

-	as	%	of	consultaEons 17% 14%

Asking	for	condiEons/suggesEons	to	improve 45 38

-	as	%	of	consultaEons 11% 8%
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In	addi/on,	some	development	companies	and	land	owners	use	the	flexibility	within	planning	law	to	
have	a	number	of	simultaneous	planning	use	consents	for	their	buildings.	Whilst	this	allows	them	to	
respond	flexibly	to	the	needs	of	tenants	it	also	means	that	they	simply	swap	uses	to	that	use	the	
currently	pays	the	highest	rent.	It	also	makes	any	sort	of	control	difficult	for	the	Council	and	for	us	to	
comment	on.		

Retail	and	Restaurant	Use	

A	reported	last	year,	there	are	clear	indica/ons	that	the	supply	of	restaurants	and	café’s	may	be	
reaching	their	peak	with	increasing	evidence	that	a	number	of	chains	are	struggling	and	some	high-
profile	closures.		Because	visitors	to	Soho	create	a	high	demand	and	because	the	area	has	a	
reputa/on	for	new	concepts	and	independent	traders	demand	for	new	sites	here	shows	li.le	sign	of	
slackening	at	present.	

We	con/nue	to	see	many	applica/ons	for	tables	and	chairs	and/or	benches	outside	cafes,	bars,	and	
restaurants	where	they	are	well	run	and	do	not	cause	obstruc/on	we	support	them.		Westminster’s	
policy	is	that	at	least	2	metres	of	pavement	space	should	be	leF	free	for	pedestrians	and	we	agree	as	
Soho’s	increasing	popularity	means	that	the	number	of	people	walking	through	Soho	is	so	great	on	
many	evenings	that	people	are	forced	onto	the	road.	If	members	are	concerned	about	that	tables	
and	chairs	are	taking	up	too	much	of	the	pavement	space	in	any	par/cular	loca/on,	they	should	
complain	to	the	Council.	If	they	do	so	and	also	make	sure	their	complaint	is	given	a	reference	
number	and	copy	that	number	to	us,	we	will	log	these	complaints	and	oppose	further	renewal	of	
their	street	trading	licence	unless	the	issues	complained	about	are	properly	addressed	in	any	
renewal.		

In	some	of	the	really	narrow	streets	the	lack	of	pavement	space	is	a	real	problem	and	we	may	need	
to	see	much	greater	use	of	shared	surfaces	where	pedestrians	and	vehicles	share	the	same	space	
and	this	also	has	the	effect	of	reducing	traffic	speeds.	

Housing	

We	were	very	heartened	to	see	in	the	new	draF	City	Plan	that	the	Council	will	now	expect	housing	
required	as	part	of	large	developments	to	be	provided	on	site	or	in	the	vicinity	if	a	scheme	is	to	get	
the	go	ahead.	The	policy	aspira/on	is	for	35%	of	the	accommoda/on	to	be	affordable.		

Air	Quality	

Although	this	is	not	specifically	a	planning	ma.er	our	very	polluted	air	worries	everyone.	Whilst	
much	of	this	is	caused	by	traffic,	roughly	40%	is	actually	emi.ed	from	buildings	so	we	increasingly	
focusing	on	how	buildings	are	heated	and	cooled	to	ensure	the	systems	used	are	the	least	pollu/ng	
possible.	In	addi/on,	the	deliveries	and	collec/ons	needed	by	buildings	can	increase	pollu/on.	The	
idea	that	quick	or	same	day	delivery	is	free	and	at	no	cost	is	false.	In	our	area	it	means	more	
conges/on	and	worse	air	quality	so	we	will	be	looking	at	delivery	service	plans	to	encourage	
developers	and	occupiers	to	put	in	place	systems	which	consolidate	freight	and	reduce	the	number	
of	vehicle	trips	to	and	from	their	buildings.		

Oxford	Street	
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Following	the	good	performance	of	the	‘Be.er	Oxford	Street’	candidates	in	the	local	elec/ons	last	
May	and	the	elec/on	of	Pancho	Lewis	as	the	West	End’s	first	labour	councillor,	WCC	changed	tack	
and	refused	to	back	the	Mayor’s	full	pedestrianisa/on	scheme.	It	has	produced	and	consulted	upon	a	
new	plan	for	the	Oxford	Street	District	which	looks	at	the	area	rather	than	just	the	street	itself	and	
proposes	a	total	of	96	individual	projects	to	carry	out	improvements	on	Oxford	Street	and	North	and	
South	of	it	to	improve	the	areas	a	whole.	This	is	backed	by	£150	million	capital	investment	to	be	sent	
over	3	years.	On	Oxford	Street	itself,	East/West	Traffic	remains	although	the	number	of	buses	is	
substan/ally	reduced	and	there	are	proposed	diversions	round	Oxford	Circus	so	that	it	will	become	a	
pedestrian	area	for	at	least	part	of	the	day.																				

Major	Schemes	

It	is	likely	that	as	part	of	the	Oxford	Street	District	proposals	there	will	be	a	number	of	planning	
applica/ons	coming	forward	along	the	south	of	Oxford	Street	from	Oxford	Circus	to	To.enham	Court	
Road.	One	of	the	first	was	a	big	office	scheme	behind	a	number	of	retained	facades	at	123-143	
Oxford	Street	which	will	retain	a	basement	night	club.	The	la.er	the	first	signs	of	the	impact	that	our	
neighbourhood	plan	will	have	as	the	provision	of	a	small	number	of	live	music	venues	in	suitable	
loca/ons	is	one	of	its	policies	Another	interes/ng	scheme	in	for	planning	consent	is	the	scheme	at	
29-43	Oxford	Street	which	if	approved	will	provide	a	new	publicly	accessible	garden	at	roof	level.	At	
the	end	of	Broadwick	Street	the	large	grey	roofed	building	which	also	contains	a	big	electricity	
substa/on	(marked	by	a	fake	13	amp	plug	on	its	drab	exterior)	is	to	be	substan/ally	refurbished.	The	
upside	is	an	increase	in	the	number	of	flats	provided	from	11	to	15	but	the	downside	is	the	poten/al	
loss	of	business	space	to	yet	more	restaurants.	The	scheme	at	55-57	Great	Marlborough	Street	to	
provide	a	single	hotel	in	place	of	two	previously	consented	separate	hotel	schemes	is	good	in	that	it	
slightly	reduces	the	massing	and	overall	number	of	bed	spaces	but	conten/ous	in	that	it	may	cause	
noise	nuisance	to	neighbouring	residents.	We	are	seeking	changes.	Another	interes/ng	proposal	
being	worked	up	is	for	the	old	Twen/eth	Century	Fox	building	on	Soho	Square	with	ini/al	proposals	
to	link	a	new	building	through	Chapone	Place	to	the	Soho	Theatre	on	Dean	Street	and	in	that	new	
walkway	celebrate	the	life	of	Sir	Joseph	Banks,	Captain	Cook’s	companion	to	Australia	and	whose	
house	was	in	that	corner	of	the	square.		

The	Society	has	been	consulted	on	all	these	and	many	other	smaller	schemes	and	in	dialogue	with	
developers	proposes	changes	and	improvements	and	objects	where	it	thinks	that	is	the	right	
approach.		

Building	Works	

At	18-24	Broadwick	Street	and	83	Berwick	Street	work	has	started	to	construct	a	controversial	new	
hotel	with	poten/ally	noisy	new	restaurant	and	bar	terraces	at	6th	and	7th	floors.	In	Meard	Street	
work	proceeds	to	transform	the	old	film	laboratory	space	into	new	retail	shops	and	gym	facili/es	
with	a	new	office	building	on	the	back.	Soho	Estates	are	proceeding	with	the	Walkers	Court	and	
Boulevard	theatre	development	which	should	be	complete	by	September	while	on	Charing	Cross	
Road	Soho	Estates	also	con/nue	their	new	development	called	Ilona	Rose	House	based	on	the	site	of	
the	old	Foyles	building.	It	is	expected	to	be	occupied	in	part	by	Warner	Bros	who	will	move	from	
their	current	loca/on	in	Dean	Street.	PMB	are	con/nuing	the	development	scheme	at	Kemp	House	
which	has	been	presold	to	ShaFesbury	plc.	The	comple/on	date	is	scheduled	for	July	but	has	already	
been	delayed	so	even	this	remains	uncertain	but	once	it	is	over	we	shall	at	least	have	a	centrally	
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located	supermarket	back	as	the	Coop	reoccupies	its	old	site.	Finally,	the	old	Monica	Site	behind	the	
neon	screens	on	Piccadilly	Circus	s	expected	to	start	on	site	this	spring.	

At	the	AGM	I	shall	present	the	commi.ee’s	planning	mandate	to	you	for	your	endorsement	as	it	has	
been	updated	to	try	and	address	a	number	of	the	concerns	addressed	above.	

Ma.hew	Benne.	March	2019

11 of 12



Soho Society Licensing Report – March 2019 

Since the last Soho Society AGM, the Licensing Group has considered 117 licence 
applications in Soho for premises that (i) are either selling or planning to sell alcohol – 
restaurants, bars, cafes, supermarkets, etc – and (ii) sexual entertainment venues. This is 
slightly more licence applications than the previous year, and we submitted written 
representations (i.e. objections) to 18 of these. 

The aim of the Society’s Licensing Group is to monitor all licence applications in order to 
maintain the delicate balance between healthy residential amenity and a prosperous 
commercial environment. We are guided by Westminster Council’s Licensing Policy and 
the Soho Society’s own Licensing Mandate, and as with our Planning Group, we continue 
to be guided by the objective of making Soho a better place to live, work and visit. 

Strategic management of licensing in Soho also helps with the prevention of crime, 
disorder and nuisance, as well as contributing towards public safety. Applications for 
alcohol sales, late-night premises, etc, within Soho are examined, and we will object to 
any that cannot demonstrate they will not impact negatively on this area.  

The Society’s representations are considered by Westminster Council when deciding on 
the licence and often lead to conditions being applied to licence applications resulting in a 
suitable compromise for both residents and applicants. Final decisions on the granting of 
licences rest with Westminster Council. 

In terms of the numbers of licensed premises, we live in possibly the most densely-
saturated neighbourhood in the entire country. Because it is also highly residential, it acts 
as a kind of test-ground for licensing practice. Balancing the needs of the flourishing 
commercial sector with the rights of residents for a quiet life may seem an impossible task, 
but Soho proves it is very definitely not impossible, and the two can exist in harmony. Most 
Soho residents enjoy living here because the neighbourhood is vibrant, busy and 
stimulating, but these same residents also have a right to domestic peace. The key to 
opposing residential and commercial interests working harmoniously together is careful 
negotiation according to Westminster policy guidelines and the Society’s own Licensing 
Mandate, and this works towards maintaining Soho’s unique character. 

We once again acknowledge invaluable advice and support from Richard Brown of 
Westminster CAB. 

Soho Society Licensing Group      March 2019 
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AGM Soho Society 2019 

Other Activities in 2018 

We had  

10 Executive Committee Meetings 
10 Dinners at the Academy Club - thank you to Andrew Edmunds 
6 guests at our exec meetings including TFL Architects, Sara Sutton from WCC, Deirdre Armsby from WCC 
and others 
1 Soho Village Fete 1 July 2018 - thank you to Will and Lisa 
1 Waiter’s Race 1 July 2018 
1 Local Elections Hustings - 26 April 
3 Publications of the Clarion Magazine  
3 Fete planning meetings for 2019 
3 Meetings with WCC and Ward Councillors on the Oxford Street Proposals 
3 Social Evenings 23 February, 7 June and 27 September 
50 Soho Radio Hours with Leslie and Clare 
11 Planning and Licensing Meetings 
2 Successful Applications for Assets of Community Value - Soho Hospital for Women and the India Club 
9 Meetings on the Hoardings for the new West Entrance to TCR station at Dean Street 
1 Launch of the Soho Society Beer 
2 Meetings with WCC about the investigation into Robert Davis 
6 Freedom off Information Act Requests  
3 Letters on the Broadwick Street Toilets 
1 Silver Sunday Event 7 October 2018 
1 Christmas Party 21 December 2018 - thank you David Bieda 
20 new volunteers 
1 trademark application 
1 Meeting with WCC on the City Plan 
1 Data Protection Registration 
1 Soho Society Response on Oxford Street Pedestrianisation 
1 Soho Society Response on Street Entertainment 
1 Soho Society Response on Street Markets 
1 Agreement with WECT for use of the office 2 days a week 
3 New Directors - Quentin, Lucy and Takashi 
3 Newsletters 
1 Press Release on Soho Square Surgery and call for public meeting 
1 Campaign on the street collapses in Poland and D’Arblay Street 




