affDecaden ‘

boho

e ——————— %+ ———— = = A e e —= ———————a—— —————— ———— e e S e e e S

I

H

inggfmmntj!

Art in Soho
David Gleeson
Twitcher
Gardens of Soho
Irma Kurtz
Bagheera
Museum News
Bryan Burrough

|

2
3
4
5
5

3 qreet

b4
|
4

RTINS 1 DERTIEA G T

Rough Justice from Wes'minster
Dorothy L. Saye:s in S¢l o

Phillipa Suarez

Letter to the Edi-or
Christopher Dean
Westminster in :2025
Gillian Dawson
Obituary: Lily Walters
Bryan Burrough
Season

Noel Botham

PRI AU 5 SO R

2

%

%ﬁmm
>Ma’s’,kthea’d PQrp!u

Winter 2005/6



westminster On 11 November, Judge Purdy

|
|
‘ SOHO CLARION
D
|

made his ruling, holding that an
convert its licence on existing  interested party| who made
s, or apply for a variation on  relevant representations before
I jects, and in support of  Licensing sub-committee or
I pstminster’s  Licensing  State-  indeed anv other, has, as of right,
‘ | i Pt in our Stress Area, we have  an entitlement to be a respondent
‘ ”" PPN objecting to applications for  to any appeal. This has broken
1l |||, !l ensions of hours and numbers. new grcound fbr residents’
‘ || |I Police have been doing the  associatiors and amenity societies
il I l 1e in some cases but not all, for and will doubtless be welcomed
| | sons  we don’t understand.  across the country as many
'; 4 Westminster Citv Council  groups hive been struggling to

f I 5 in almost everv case, in line make thernselves hLard.

h its own policies, refused to

: Turning -he tables on Westmin-
le licenses for extended hours

ster re appeals is| only the first
hurdle, however. | Now that we
ny of these refusals have led  have had our right to be heard
hppeals, which are heard in the upheld, we must| persuade the
gistrates” Courts. This autumn  courts of our arguments. Until

bigger operations.

! i
H“ Hi Il i Sua.rez,' our licensing chair, ~ Westmins:er City' Council can
| i | l David Bieda, the chan'.Of the demo'nstr.ate that it is capable of
" | pard and Dean Street Residents’”  showing it really understands the
’l fsociation, appeared before  needs of the pepple of Soho,
0 ibtrict Judge Purdy with one of whether resident businesses,

! members to argue for our workers or visitors, we must

I ght to be heard at these appeals. remain proactive iIT protecting the
I' p were opposed not only by the  interests ol Soho. |

ensee  but, surprisingly, by i
Phstminster City Council itself. PHILLIPA SUAREZ

Soho Society Chair |

| Ull |
(I
| I‘I v terms. In line with our  the Westminster |City Council’s

Horseferry Road
Magistrates' Court

30 Heraterry Ad London SWIF T8X

foe

Tiis roLrt 12 open (o the pubie
rlonday 1o Friday
2 A0am to S 30p

oEFiras myay Be conlalied

oipohons

1 oy

o ] ke Ehd David Biedao,_};aie Horseferry
F winning their landmark case

o

|

-
!

g 1 [




Issue 123

Letter to the Editor

Dear Madam,

On November 23, at 11.30 pm, pub
landlords throughout England will
shepherd their customers outside at
closing time. And half an hour later
many of them will be welcoming those
same customers back inside to celebrate
the dawn of a new era. For at that time,
on November 24, the new licensing law
becomes active.

Finally the nannv state, which decreed
during the First World War that
ordinary people were too irresponsible
or stupid to regulate their own
drinking, and sleeping hours, and
brought in strictly enforced opening
hours so that gun- and bomb-makers
could be wide awake on the factory
floor, has decided, after nearly a
century, that ordinary folk can be
trusted to regulate their own drinking
hours again.

Except in Westminster. For here,
among the greatest concentration of
theatres, restaurants, concert halls and
recreational facilities, and in the busiest
tourist area in the world, the role of
nanny Government has been taken over
by nanny Council.

Landlords in Westminster will not be
welcoming back in their customers after
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midnight because the Council has
decided to oppose all applications for
extended opening hours after 11 pm. Of
course the rich and the famous, the
gentry and the law-makers will still be
able to use their clubs until the early
hours. Confused tourists who cannot
drink while out and about after 11, will
still have the hotel bars to fall back on.
But, as usual, it is the ordinary London-
ers, living in Westminster, who will
have their leisure hours dictated to
them, by a Council that has allowed
late-night drinking clubs to proliferate,
but is opposed to the humble public
house enjoying the same privileges.

In my experience the revellers who
spill out from the dozens of late-night
clubs in Soho are no less vocal than the
average pub customers, and seem to
attract more than their share of violence
and drug abuse. But the Council has
given them ‘special citizen’ status: the
right to drink with their friends during
the hours of their choosing. We also
understand they will be allowed to
smoke in their clubs after the
government ban on pub smoking
becomes law in two years’ time.

Most of these clubs have a music
licence and play music until closing
time. But not at a volume which will
disturb neighbouring residents. Why
do those same residents believe pubs
will be any different? And why have
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the Council used these fears to
encourage objections?

Many pubs have been obliged to apply
for a full-time music licence because the
Council no longer allows publicans to
take out occasional licences to cover the
odd time when they choose to provide
music. It is an ‘all or nothing’ licence.
But having forced the publican into
applying for the full-time music licence,
the Council uses it to persuade
residents to object to the late licence, on
the grounds that they will suffer
excessive noise into the early hours
every night of the week. This is a
serious distortion of the facts, and puts
pub landlords at a great disadvantage.

I believe that if we must have limited
drinking hours then the same rules
should be applied equally in all parts of
the country and to all premises and all
levels of society. Westminster's ‘us and
them’ policy belongs to a different
century, though it was as unfair then as
it is now.

Let there be a proper trial period for
the new laws. Then, if they are seen and
proven not to be working, let the
Council bring in restrictions if they
must. But until then the nanny should
confine herself to dealing with the
children.

Yours faithfully,
NOEL BOTHAM
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Dorothy L. Sayers in Soho

s

I think I deserve a little supper in
Soho,” said Miss Murchison as she
walked, humming to herself, from
Cambridge Circus into Frith Street.
Dorothy L. Sayers (DLS) wrote this
and other Soho references in the 1920s
and 1930s whilst working in London.
She was born in Oxford in 1893 and
four years later her father moved to
become Rector of Bluntisham near
Cambridge, where she grew up
before attending the Godolphin
School in Salisbury and winning a
scholarship in Modern Languages to
Somerville College in Oxford. After
several years in publishing and
teaching posts, she became a copy-
writer for the advertising agency S.H.
Benson, being closely involved in the
Colman’s Mustard Club publicity
campaign and creating the Guinness
rhyme:

If he can say as you can
Guinness is good for you
How grand to be a Toucan
Just think what Toucan do.

By this time she was famous for her
amateur detective, Lord Peter
Wimsey, whose cases led him and his
associates into Soho - to visit a
theatrical agent in Shaftesbury
Avenue, a photographer in Wardour
Street, the Soviet Club in Gerrard
Street and to dine in Au Bon Bourgeois,
which is probably an alias for Le
Moulin d’Or in Romilly Street, which
was DLS’s own favourite restaurant.

But she was far more closely
associated with Soho than this. When
Fr Patrick McLaughlin became Rector
of St Anne’s with St Thomas’s, Regent
Street, in 1943, DLS was soon
involved in the activities which
emanated from there. They had met
six years earlier when DLS had just
become known for her Canterbury
Festival play The Zeal of Thy House,
after which she had written a nativity
play for the BBC. There followed a
second Canterbury play, The Devil to
Pay, several theological papers, her
powerful study of artistic creativity,
The Mind of the Maker and the ground-
breaking series of radio plays on the

life of Christ, The Man Born to Be King.

She was at once called on by Fr Pat
(as she called him, while he on
occasions wrote to her as ‘Carissima
Signora Presidente’) to join his
‘Centre of Christian Discourse’
known as St Anne’s House. Its aim as
expressed in its Constitution was: “To
explore and expound Christian belief
in the context of contemporary
culture, in order to assist the
educational work of the Church.” It
opened with public lectures on
novels, painting, poetry and drama as
well as Christianity and philosophy.
Nietzsche, Marx and Dostoevsky
figured together with ‘Have You
Understood Christianity?’, ‘The
Development of Music’, ‘The
Sociology of the Film’, and a wealth of

other titles with such speakers as T. S.

Eliot, John Betjeman, Edmund
Blunden, Harold Nicolson, John
Heath-Stubbs, Veronica Wedgwood,
A. ]. Ayer, Sir Arthur Bliss, Nevill
Coghill, Lennox Berkeley and many
others. DLS herself lectured on
several occasions on Dante and
religious drama, and her plays
Christ's Emperor and a stage
adaptation of The Man Born to Be King
were performed at St Thomas’s.

In 1951 she became Chairman of the
Council of St Anne’s House and soon
afterwards one of the two church-
wardens of the parish. She dealt with
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the added administration most
professionally, but it impinged on her
many lectures and on her own work
which was now the translation for
Penguin Classics of Dante's Divine
Comedy. ‘1 was overwhelmed with
such a pressure of added committee
work owing to a number of problems
which had suddenly boiled wup
around the parish of St Anne.” There
were alwavs problems of finance, not
only related to the running of the
House but also to the parish: income
tax returns to sign, negotiations over
the use of the bombed church site as a
car park, repairs to St Thomas’s,
Regent Street. The frequent drama
productions sometimes caused
confusion in the accounting for parish
and House; Our Lady’s Tumbler
caused a considerable loss, and whilst
Christopher Fry’s A Sleep of Prisoners
had its premiere at St Thomas's, there
was much dissatisfaction with the
way in which pews were left in
disorder.

Her pithy advice on the text for a
service of Harvest Thanksgiving
repeats her frequent criticism of the
cliché-ridden content of prayers. ‘Oh
dear! “Varied gifts of loveliness and
use” reminds one irresistibly of useful
and unacceptable Christmas gifts!
“Harvest with its boundless store” -
boundless? With a menace of world
starvation hanging over our heads?’

She preached on several occasions,
saying to Fr Pat: ‘The sermons I will
do. Don't forget that I made it a
condition that you should find me a
Sunday cat-sitter (ha, ha!).’

DLS died on December 17 1957,
having written her last letter for St
Anne’s on the previous day to
acknowledge the grant of £100 from
Hymns A & M (‘which I think is very
decent of them, especially as we don’t
use their hymn-books!). St Thomas’s
was closed at the time and so her
memorial service was held at St
Margaret's, Westminster, and her
ashes were laid to rest under the
tower of St Anne’s.

CHRISTOPHER DEAN
Chairman, the Dorothy L. Sayers Society



