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SOHOCLARION

Westminster o_ 11 N_,_ember, Judge Purdv
made his ruling, olding that an

convert its licence oll existing interestecl part who made

or apply for a variation on relevant represenLations before
terms. In line with our the West:Ininster _,itv Council's

ects, and in support of Licensing sub-c:_mmittee or

stminster's Licensing State- indeed an/other, ]_as, as of right,
in our Stress Area, we have an entitlei:.lent to l:e a respondent
objecting to applications for to anv appeal. Tilis has broken

of hours and numbers, new ground f.}r residents'

Police have been doing the associatior',s and arnenity societies
in some cases but not all, for and will :toubtles be welcomed

.sons we don't understand, across the cour :rv as many

d Westminster Citv Council groups h_:ve been struggling to
in almost every case, in line make thec_selves h,__ard.

its own policies, refused to Turning :he table: on Westmin-
licenses for extended hours ster re aFpeals is only the first

bigger operations, hurdle, however. Now that we

of these refusals have led have had our rigt_t to be heardJ

_eals, which are heard in the upheld, we must persuade the

_gistrates' Courts. This autumn courts of our arglHnents. Until

,m Suarez, our licensing chair, Westmins::er City Council can
David Bieda, the chair of the demonstrate that i is capable of

_rd and Dean Street Residents' showing it really u _derstands the

sociation, appeared before needs of the pe()ple of Soho,
Judge Purdv with one of whether resident:;, businesses,

members to argue for our workers or visit()rs, we must

to be heard at these appeals, remain pr,:)active i1_protecting the

were opposed not only by the interests ol Soho. |,
nsee but, surprisingly, bv j
_stminster City Council itself. PHILLIPA SUAREZ

Soho Society Zlnair /
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Letter to the Editor midnight because the Council has the Council used these fears to
decided to oppose all applications for encourage objections?

extended opening hours after 11 pm. Of Many pubs have been obliged to apply
Dear Madam, course the rich and the famous, the for a full-time music licence because the

On November 23, at 11.30 pm, pub gentry and the law-makers will still be Council no longer allows publicans to
landlords throughout England will able to use their clubs until the early take out occasional licences to cover the

shepherd their customers outside at hours. Confused tourists who cannot odd time when they choose to provide
closing time. And half an hour later drink while out and about after 11, will music. It is an 'all or nothing' licence.
many of them will be welcoming those still have the hotel bars to fall back on. But having forced the publican into
same customers back inside to celebrate But, as usual, it is the ordinary London- applying for the full-time music licence,

the dawn of a new era. For at that time, ers, living in Westminster, who will the Council uses it to persuade
on November 24, the new licensing law have their leisure hours dictated to residents to object to the late licence, on

becomes active, them, by a Council that has allowed the grounds that they will suffer
Finally the nannv state, which decreed late-night drinking clubs to proliferate, excessive noise into the early hours
during the First World War that but is opposed to the humble public every night of the week. This is a

ordinary people were too irresponsible house enjoying the same privileges, serious distortion of the facts, and puts
or stupid to regulate their own In my experience the revellers who pub landlords at a great disadvantage.

drinking, and sleeping hours, and spill out from the dozens of late-night I believe that if we must have limited

brought in strictly enforced opening clubs in Soho are no less vocal than the drinking hours then the same rules

hours so that gun- and bomb-makers average pub customers, and seem to should be applied equally in all parts of
could be wide awake on the factory attract more than their share of violence the country and to all premises and all
floor, has decided, after nearly a and drug abuse. But the Council has levels of society. Westminster's 'us and
century, that ordinary folk can be given them 'special citizen' status: the them' policy belongs to a different
trusted to regulate their own drinking right to drink with their friends during century, though it was as unfair then as
hours again, the hours of their choosing. We also it is now.

Except in Westminster. For here, understand they will be allowed to
among the greatest concentration of smoke in their clubs after the Let there be a proper trial period for
theatres, restaurants, concert halls and government ban on pub smoking the new laws. Then, if they are seen and

recreational facilities, and in the busiest becomes law in two years' time. proven not to be working, let the
Council bring in restrictions if they

tourist area in the world, the role of Most of these clubs have a music must. But until then the nanny should
nanny Government has been taken over licence and play music until closing confine herself to dealing with the
by nanny Council time. But not at a volume which will children.
Landlords in Westminster will not be disturb neighbouring residents. Why

welcoming back in their customers after do those same residents believe pubs Yours faithfully,
will be any different? And why have NOEL BOTHAM
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